
Welcome to Elder Class

Year 4 with Mrs. Brennan & Miss Harrison



A warm welcome to you all…
We are delighted to welcome you and your children to our class. 

After so many months away from school, it has been wonderful to 

welcome your children back into our family here at St. Clare’s and finally 
have all the class together again. 

Their long-awaited return marks the beginning of a new and exciting 

academic year, along with all the learning opportunities, experiences 

and fresh challenges that entails. 

We are very much looking forward to working with you and your children

as they begin a new chapter and their adventures continue…

Mrs. Brennan, Miss Harrison & Mrs. Harper

“I can’t change the direction of the wind, but I can adjust my sails

to always reach my destination.”  
Jimmy Dean



Staff in Elder Class

There are two teachers in our class.

Miss Harrison teaches on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays (until 2pm).

Mrs. Brennan teaches from 2pm on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

We are in regular contact throughout the week and meet every Wednesday to evaluate

previous learning and plan the week ahead together.

Our teaching assistant, Mrs. Harper, is in class every day to support whole class learning

and to deliver specific intervention to individuals and groups.



The Curriculum

Information about the Year 4 curriculum is available on our Class Page on the school website.

https://www.st-clares.lancs.sch.uk/elder

From here you can view and download the Whole Year Curriculum Map, which shows the class topics and main areas

of learning in each subject over the year. Each half term, we will also upload the key learning for that particular

half term.

Our topic for the Autumn term is Electricity.

English and maths will be taught in the mornings, apart from on a Wednesday

when maths is delivered in the afternoon.

P.E. is on Tuesday afternoons so the children need to come in their P.E. kits on

Tuesdays. Please ensure earrings are removed or covered and long hair is tied 

back.

If your child requires an inhaler, please make sure it is clearly named and in date.
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Reading

Reading is not only key to learning but is one of life’s pleasures.
Therefore, we cannot over emphasise the importance of regular reading and quality

discussion.

Your child will be immersed in books in class: class novels linked to our topics, class

novels at the end of the day, regular guided reading sessions in small groups at their level 

and of course, individual reading books.

Your child should be reading at home for about 30 minutes each night. If this

is not possible one night, try to read a little more the next night or at the 

weekend. Try to find some time to listen to reading so that you are able to

engage in meaningful discussion. Questions that involve an explanation

rather than a one word answer are more beneficial.

Can your child support their opinion using evidence from the text?

Are they beginning to use inference and deduction by looking beyond the

literal and picking up more subtle clues?



Spellings 

Spelling should be steadily improving as a result of frequent reading. 

In class, children will be exploring spelling patterns, rules and exceptions in their grammar sessions.

To support work in class, the children will receive spelling sheets each half term. These show which spellings your child

needs to learn each week. Spellings will be tested on Wednesdays.

If your child struggles with spelling, encourage them to break the

word up, use their phonics and look for any letter strings, prefixes

and suffixes.

Dictionaries are a good support for spelling and in acquiring new

vocabulary.

Try using mnemonics or making a ‘tricky words’ poster for the wall!



Times tables
This year the Government introduced a new Times Tables Check for children at the end of Year 4. Due to the current 

situation, this did not take place this year but should go ahead for your children in June 2022. 

The test takes place on the computer and will last no longer than five minutes. A multiplication fact (times table) comes 

up on the screen and the children have about 6 seconds to type in their answer using the number keys at the top of the 

keyboard.

The expectation is that all children should know by heart up to and including 12 x 12 by the end of Year 4.

The next two pages of this presentation show the guide that has been produced for parents. It has been sent home

with the children today. 

The children will be practising their times tables in class and preparing for the test so it is 

not something for them to feel nervous or anxious about. We aim for the learning of

times tables to be fun and they should take this quiz in their stride.

The children will be bringing home times tables and will be tested on their multiplication 

facts (times tables) each Friday. Please practise these regularly so that your child does not 

need to count on but knows the fact by heart.

In class, the children will be practising and using their times tables in maths lessons.



We find the following 

website useful for a fun 

way to practise times 

tables against the clock!

www.timestables.co.uk

then choose ‘Speed test’
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Homework
Children are expected to read daily and practise their spellings and multiplication facts regularly.

They will also receive one piece of written homework each week. This will be given out on a Monday and is to be 

handed in on a Thursday. It will alternate each week between English and Maths homework.

If your child has difficulty with any homework, please annotate the homework so that we are aware. We can then 

find time to go over any misunderstandings.

We are always pleased to receive any extra homework that children have chosen to 

do themselves in response to current class topics!

Finally, we very much value the partnership we have with parents and we are 

always happy to discuss any further queries you may have.

Many thanks for your continued support.


