
 St Clare’s Catholic Primary School 
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Mrs Charnley’ s Message:   
Wednesday saw our children in Oak and Cherry class truly remind us of the 
importance of preparation during Advent.  This was one of those magic 
moments when you stand back with pride to see independent, self-assured, 
confident children achieve great things. Watching our children light up 
church was a true delight. There were so many of our parents watching and I 
know you were all amazed at the professionalism of our children. I loved the 
way we were reminded about  remembering  the  simple ways we can get 
ready for Jesus’ coming, rather than getting lost in the excitement of tinsel, 
twinkling lights and shopping. Thank you children for making us all feel so 
proud!  You also managed to raise £54 in the retiring collection for Aid for 
the Church in Need. Next week we are in for a treat with our youngest 
children reminding us how special the Birth of Jesus is.  I cannot wait!  
What great fun our Santa Dash has been today.  The children were amazing 
in the way they pushed themselves to raise as much for the PTFA who are 

supporting the school with IPads for each class across the 
school.  Thank you for helping them get all the sponsors 
too. 
As this first week of Advent comes to a close I am  humbled 
by the way the children are really sharing their 
understanding that this is a time to get ready for the Birth 

of Jesus and that it is so much more.  The School Council collection of 
presents was amazing and shows such generosity.  The Salvation Army came 
to collect them and were really appreciative of the support from our school 
to make a difference to our local community.  To see some of the children in 
Year 4 and Year 3 receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation reminded me that 
I too need to prepare in Advent in the same way.  We are lucky that Fr 
Andrew is offering this Sacrament for our Year 5 and Year 6 before the end 
of term. 
Mrs Charnley and the Staff of Saint Clare’s. 

8th January 2021 

3rd December 2021 

 

 

Headteachers Award 

 

Little Saplings -  Afiyah 

Rowan - Charlotte 

Willow -  Arthur 

Hazel -  Carl 

Beech -  Khalisah 

Pine -  Maryam A. 

Elder -  Kyran 

Cherry -  Nathan 

Oak - Anne M. 



 PTFA Rainbow Raffle - The PTFA will be 
holding a Rainbow Raffle which will be 
drawn on 15th December.  Tickets can be 
bought via parent pay for £1 each.  There 
will be a non uniform day on Friday 10th 
December for donations  such as sweets, 
toiletries, stationery etc in the colours 
below: 

Little Saplings, Rowan and Pine - Yellow 

Willow  and Elder - Red 

Hazel  and Cherry - Blue 

Beech and Oak - Purple 

 

Diary Dates 

6th—16th December - Year 6 Swimming  
7th December—Little Saplings Nativity 2pm 

8th December - Reception Nativity 2pm  
9 December—KS1 Nativity 2pm  
10th December—Non Uniform Day—Donations for Rainbow Raffle (details to follow) 
15th December—Christmas Dinner, Jumper and Party Day  
17th December—School closes for the Christmas break at 1:30pm 

4th January—School Re-opens  

Nativities 

Little Saplings Nativity - 7th Dec 2pm 

Reception Nativity - 8th Dec 2pm 

KS1 Year 1 & 2 Nativity  - 9th Dec 2pm 

KS2 Toast - If your child would like to have 
toast after the Christmas break please 
make payment of £5.80 via Parentpay by 
17th December.  When making payment 
please take into account  toast payments 
still to come out  of your balance up to the 
end of this term.  

Year 6 Borwick Hall—A reminder that the 
final payment for Borwick Hall is due  by 
15th December.  If you have any queries 
please contact the office. 

Parking - A polite reminder to parents to 
please use the church car park for drop off 
and pick up. Due to limited spaces on 
schools car park this is for staff use only.   

Meet the Teacher - Zoom meetings will 
take place on Wednesday 5th January 
providing an opportunity for teachers to 
share with you what the children will be 
learning in the spring term.  The times of  
the meetings are; 

3:30pm – Little Saplings 

3:50pm – Rowan  

4:10pm – Year 1 from Willow and Hazel  

4:30pm – Year 2 from Beech and Hazel  

5:00pm – Year 3 - Pine 

5:20pm – Year 4 - Elder  

5:40pm – Year 5 - Cherry  

6:00pm- Year 6 - Oak  



Academy Information  
 

All the Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lancaster have been invited by our 
bishop, Rev Paul Swarbrick to consider converting to an academy and join a 
Catholic Multi Academy Trust (CMAT). Please see his introductory letter below. 
 

There will be three CMATs in the diocese (which stretches from Preston to the 
Scottish Borders). Our CMAT will be the Mater Ecclesiae (Mother of the Church) 
and will eventually be made up of the 23 Catholic primary and secondary schools 
in the greater Preston area. Bishop Paul has asked everyone to convert and join 
one of the CMATs by 2026. 
 

The Governors of Saint Clare’s Catholic Primary School feel that this is an exciting 
opportunity and are considering being in Phase 1 of the schools converting to an 
academy. This process will take place this school year in readiness for a potential 
September 2022 conversion. 
 

As part of the conversion process the Governors will consult all school 
stakeholders; which includes: 
 

Parents 

Staff members 

The Parish of Saint Clare’s 

Lancashire County Council 
 

 

The consultation period commences on Monday 6th December 2021 and finishes 
on Friday 21st January 2022 at 3pm. 
 

Please see here for the additional information which details Bishop Paul 
Swarbrick’s vision for academisation. 
 

Any questions or feedback can be sent to bursar@st-clares.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Following the close of the consultation period the Governing Board of St Clare’s 
Catholic Primary School will consider all the responses received and make a final 
decision as to whether they wish to start the academisation conversion process 
this school year. We will keep stakeholders updated of the Governors’ decision 
and next steps. 
 

If any parent wishes to discuss this further please email the address above or 
contact the Headteacher, Mrs A Charnley. 

https://www.st-clares.lancs.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/bishop-paul-swarbricks-information.pdf


School Admissions  
 

School admissions open on 1 September 2021 for children due to start primary or 
secondary school in September. 
 

The deadline to apply for a school place for September 2022 is: 
15 January 2022 for primary schools 

 

Apply On line at https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/
schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-online-for-a-school-place/  2. 
 

Feel free to contact school for a visit and please pass on to everyone you know 
who have children turning 5 from September 2022. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-online-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-online-for-a-school-place/

