
 

St Clare's Catholic Primary School 

Newsletter 
24th March 2023 

St Clare’s is a Christ-centred family where everyone is valued and respected. We learn and grow, whilst 

strengthening our relationship with God and one another. Together in His love, we can achieve our full 

potential.  

Play, learn and grow together with Christ 



Mrs Charnley's Message 

 

I do hope you looked after your Mum on Sunday and you made them feel special. It really does surprise 

me how quickly the week flies by and how much we fit in. It’s amazing what a little sunshine can do for 

both body and soul! It has certainly put some bounce into everyone’s step and has revitalized tired 

minds! The trees are displaying some buds and blossom, but today's grey skies have taken the edge off a 

little of these early signs of Spring. We remain optimistic that better weather lies ahead and that we'll 

soon have more warm days in which to enjoy God's wonderful world. 

Goodness, what another week of busy and exciting learning. To hear our Reception children creating 

posters about the importance of recycling has been a delight. Willow class continue to learn all about 

the Queen—they know some amazing things about her life and I know they will be looking forward to 

the street party coming soon. 

Thank you to the many parents who came to meet staff to discuss their child’s progress this week.  It 

does make for long days for staff but to be able to share with parents how well the children are working 

and progressing makes it all worthwhile.  Please remember that there will be an opportunity on 

Thursday 30th of March for you to be able to come into school to look at the wonderful work in their 

books.  The school will be open to parents from 3 pm so you can drop in and share time with your child 

to look until 4.30 pm.  Staff will have the books ready but please remember parents' meetings have 

been this week. 

With this newsletter will be information from the Police regarding the parking outside of school.  You 

will have all seen them on different days this week while they have looked to see what is happening, 



what needs to change and how they can help.  Security from the hospital has also been involved and I 

know that the parish is also putting plans in place so that parishioners can come to mass during the 

week and park, which is so important.  On Monday, as there is a funeral, the parish has asked that 

parents avoid parking in the parish carpark. 

This weekend we all have to be ready for the clocks to go forward, it will be lovely to have longer days 

and it really shows that the warmer weather we all enjoy is on its way. Have a lovely weekend everyone 

Mrs Charnley and the staff of St Clare's. 

“Education is the most powerful weapon we can use to change the world”  

                                                                                                   Nelson Mandela 

Headteacher Award Winners this week! 

 

This week's winners are:- 

Little Saplings: Uthman 

Rowan: Zuzanna 

Willow: Zaynab 

Hazel:  Elsa 

Beech: Tilly 

Pine: Eva 

Elder: Safaa 

Cherry: Cory 



Oak: Amaan 

 

Winning House: Southworth 

Act of Kindness Winners: Pippa, Libby, William S and Maryam A 

 

Message from the Police 

 

This is a newsletter issued by Preston police station regarding the re-occurring illegal parking at the 

school. As the police, we understand finding appropriate places to park can be difficult during the drop-

off and pick-up times for children, however concerningly, despite plans put into place by the school to 

resolve this the situation has only worsened over time. The current situation now poses a threat to the 

safety and well-being of the children, school staff, and parents. However, we know not all parents 

driving into school are guilty of these offences, showing there is no excuse for this behaviour. This 

newsletter will outline the issues the school are facing, what we in co-ordination with the school and the 

council plan to do about it, as well as a plan of action we will go ahead with should we have to escalate 

the situation.   



Due to the current location the school is situated in, there are many inconveniences to finding 

appropriate parking. Firstly, the school is situated directly opposite a busy Royal Preston Hospital with a 

continuous stream of traffic, as well as near a school bus pickup location and a series of local shops 

which further exacerbates the issue. Furthermore, the school does not have a car park the size of which 

could provide suitable space for dropping off and picking up children. This leaves few options available 

when it comes to parking. However, unfortunately we currently have parents who feel it acceptable to 

park on double yellow lines, yellow zig-zag lines and parking on top of pavements. We want to let the 

parents know choosing to park in the above manner is causing dangerous traffic congestion, road traffic 

obstructions, increasing the chances of road traffic collisions as well as increasing the sense of fear 

parents and children have walking to and from school.  

This has persisted over a prolonged period, during which the school has attempted to implement 

strategies to solve the issue. One such plan has been liaising with the Parish situated next door to the 

school to use their car park. However, this has been taken for granted. There are parents choosing to 

park up before it is time for children to be let in and out of school in the morning and afternoon, despite 

parents knowing this is not the intended use for it. Additionally, we have reports of parents speeding 

onto and off the Parish car park, which recently nearly resulted in a road traffic collision involving a child 

of the school. Finally, we have heard of the unfortunate and disrespectful behaviour of one parent 

refusing to move their vehicle out of the way for a hearse when a funeral was being conducted.  

Considering this, we are co-ordinating both short and long-term responses with the school and local 

council. For the short term, traffic wardens are going to be more of a presence in the area ready to issue 

out fines to those parking illegally. We as the police are also going to try and be more of a presence in 

the area to monitor the situation and stop any illegal parking. In addition to this, the PCSO’s for the area 

will be tasked with taking down the registration plates so we can identify repeat offenders. Of course, 

we cannot be there every day, so therefore we are implementing longer term preventative strategies. 

This includes the introduction of a ‘park and stride’ scheme. This will involve finding a safe designated 

place for parents to park, which at the time of writing is still to be confirmed. We know this has been 

proposed before which came with understandable concerns regarding the dangers of crossing Tower 

Lane. However, working with the council, we are planning to introduce a lollipop man/woman to work 

on Tower Lane to provide safe crossings for both parents and children. Moreover, the school will 

provide inputs to the children on how to walk safely to school and issue a parental parking pledge. The 

school will also place cardboard cut outs on the pavement to prevent parking there.  

Should these proposed plans be implemented and the issues persist, for the sake of the children’s safety 

we may be forced to take away parking opportunities all together on the Parish forcing parents to park 

further away and walk with their children.  

Kind regards, Preston Police.  



Parental Questionnaire 

 

Thank you to the fifty-five parents who completed this year's parental questionnaire, it really helps 

governors to help form the way school continues to grow.  From the fifty-five responses, it was lovely to 

see that parents recognise that we have strong Christian values and that children are happy in school.  

Everyone that responded recognised that the children are well taught which is wonderful.  It was lovely 

that everyone recognised that we are a Catholic school well supported by the parish. 

Something to work on is making sure that as parents you know the wealth of opportunities we give the 

children to enrich the curriculum, as this was something some parents noted needed to be developed.  

In this academic year alone we have ensured the children have had the following opportunities:- 

Activities offered within the school day. 

• WWI workshop for Cherry Class 

• Author visit for our youngest children 

• Great Fire of London workshop for Willow Class 

• Anglo-Saxon workshop for Oak Class 

• Greek workshop for Pine Class 

• Egyptian workshop for Elder Class 

• Neil Armstrong workshop for Beech Class 

• Let’s Go Sing workshops and performance for Elder and Cherry Classes 



Activities away from school. 

• Castlerigg residential for Cherry Class 

• Borwick Hall residential for Oak Class 

• Corpus Christi Catholic High School has provided science workshops for Elder and Cherry Classes 

• Visit to the Synagogue for Oak and Cherry Classes 

• Whole School trip to The Dukes Lancaster to see Robin Hood Pantomime 

• All Year 2 and Preschool children visited Ladywell 

• Year 4 children visited Cathedral in Lancaster 

If you look at your child's curriculum map for the next half term you will also see there are lots planned 

for the summer term. 

From the written comments parking did come up and as you can see from the message from the police, 

it is something we are working on.  One parent felt that as a school we could do more to reflect other 

faiths within the school.  This is something we have consistently worked on.  This year alone classes have 

learnt more about the Hindu faith marking Diwali and Holi in our Early Years classes.  We have been 

blessed to have Mrs Troner visit to share her Jewish faith across the school with Cherry and Oak visiting 

the Synagogue in Lytham.  Last year saw the children visiting Masjid e Salaam Mosque and parents were 

fantastic coming into school to share their faith.  We recognise that our school newsletter does reflect 

our Catholic faith, and as a Catholic school that is as it should be, but we need to highlight this better 

with our school community in the opportunities we provide and something to build on in the future. 

There was a request for more after-school clubs for the children with more of a range of opportunities 

for the children.  With this in mind, we are putting together a program for the summer term that we 

hope to share with you in next week's newsletter. 

We feel that you as parents should have the last word:- 

• Both our children are making progress at St Clare’s. They both look forward to going into school 

and are always greeted warmly by staff. Both my children come out of school with excitement 

and talk about their day at school with enthusiasm. We have noticed the progress our children 

have made since joining the school and we hope they continue to enjoy learning. The teachers 

recognise the children's strengths and weaknesses and provide support where needed. 

• St Clare's is a very special place. Thank you to all the staff for their hard work. 

• We believe the school is well-led and strives for the best. We are very happy with all aspects of 

the school 



Dates for your Diary 

 

• 29th March – Year 3 Resurrection Rock – 5 pm  

• 5th April - Bible and Biscuits - 9:30 am and 11:00 am 

• 6th April – School closes for Easter – 1:30 pm   

• 17th April – School re-opens   

• 19th April – Meet the teacher Summer term -  EYFS/KS1   

• 20th April – Meet the teacher Summer term - KS2  

• 3rd May – May Procession – 1:45 pm   

• 5th May – Coronation Celebration   

• 9th May – KS2 SATS Week  

• 9th - 12th May – Year 5 Bikeability   

• 15th May – KS1 SATS Week   

• 18th May – Ascension Mass   

• 19th May – Year 6 Bikeability  

• 23rd May – Pine Class Ribchester Roman Museum Trip  

• 26th May – Sports Day  



 

 

Here is our weekly mission - a small way of putting into practice the gospel values. We believe we are 

called to live our lives differently because of what we have experienced and prayed about. What we 

offer as the 'mission' is  a suggestion of how we can all do just that. 

 

Parents and parishioners are welcome to join us for the following events during Lent.  

Adoration every Thursday during Lent before school for families to join the staff in Church - 8:30 am– 

8:45 am  



· Thursday 30th March  

· Thursday 6th April  

You are welcome to join your child's class prayer session at 3:00 pm during Lent. Please see the dates 

below.  

· Hazel Class - Wednesday 29th March  

· Willow Class - Wednesday 5th April  

Bible and Biscuits - Wednesday 5th April (between 9:30 am and 11:00 am)  

As part of 'Celebrating RE Week' we would love members of the parish and school families to join us in 

school, to share their favourite Bible Stories with the children or listen to the children share their 

favourite stories. We will have the kettle on and biscuits at the ready!  



Messy Church 



 



1 - Everyone is welcome 

Bishop Fund Morning 

 

Dear Everyone, 

We will be doing our annual Bishop Fund Day with all the proceeds going to  ACN. Bishop Fund Day will 

occur on the 31st March.  KS2 classes will be planning and running their stalls during the morning. KS2 

Classes will be planning their stalls on the 13th March and will take home a list of items that they will 

need. KS1 and KS2 will need to remember to bring change in so they can visit the stalls. 

From Student Council Aarav and Ava. 



Confirmation Program 2023 for our Year 6 children 

 

Message from Fr Stephen: 

We are planning to run a confirmation preparation program for children in year 6 and above beginning 

on the 22nd of April, culminating with a Confirmation Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul at the beginning 

of July.  Mrs Eileen Cywinski will be the chief catechist for the sessions. Confirmation is as simple as the 

Holy Spirit, who is God, increasing our faith so that we have the certainty that He’s with us.   

If your Year 6 child would like to be involved with the program then we will require them to complete 

and return the registration form with a copy of the child’s baptism certificate no later than Sunday 

16th April.  The registration forms are available from Church and we have some copies in school too - 

just ask Mr Parkinson.  

Many thanks and God bless 

Fr Stephen 



Author Visit to School 

 

On Wednesday 26th April children from KS1 (Willow, Hazel and Beech class) will be visited by the author 

Joanne Moore. She will be sharing her new book ‘Crosby The Not So Snappy Crocodile’ with the children 

and then running a workshop. She is also doing a book sign for those children who have their own copy 

of the book on the day. If your child would like a copy of the book it is available from Amazon, 

just  follow the link—https://mybook.to.CrosbyCroc 

Many Thanks, 

Mrs Bridgeman  

Book Bus for St Clare's 

 

Thanks to the students at Preston College the parish minibus is being transformed into a reading den for 

all the children.  This has come at no cost to the school so far and here is the latest update:- 

'So our engineering students have removed the seats and cleaned down the vehicle and our joinery 

students are in the process of fitting a ceiling and sides, levelling out the flooring and adding over-arch 

seating and book shelving. This will likely take a number of weeks and then we would be looking to 

involve our painting and decorating students.'    

We now need a 'decorating budget' and with this in mind, we would like to have an 'own clothes day' to 

raise the money.  On Friday 31st March the children can come in their own clothes and contribute £2.  

Please can you pay £2 through Parentpay as this will make a real difference to all the children. 



Can you help us... 

 

Forest School — Please can you send in any plant pots you may have of 10cm diameter  

                                        Thank You! 
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